Checklist for Study Abroad
Initial Appointments 
· Meet with a Study Abroad Peer Advisor to learn the basics about studying abroad with Bryant. 
· Meet with an Academic Advisor to obtain a list of your Bryant specific degree requirements and learn about how to interpret course equivalencies (e.g. what might a Historical Mode of Thought look like abroad, etc.).  You will also be entered into a Study Abroad Blackboard Account and learn about the transferring of overseas courses.  
· Meet with the Study Abroad Assistant Director to go over country options and learn about programs that might be a good academic and personal fit.  Be certain to bring your Bryant course options, which you obtained from Advising, to this meeting!

Research and Reflection

· Reflect on your reasons for studying abroad, what you’re looking for in a location, and what you are hoping to gain from the experience (e.g. resume building, cultural experience, personal development, etc.).  

· Learn about your country/countries of interest.  Do you know anything about the people, government, cities, culture, religion….??  Knowing a little more about locations will help you to make an educated decision about your study abroad destination.
· Look over study abroad programs that are of interest to you.  Call the study abroad provider and speak with their program managers. These are the people that you will turn to regarding all of your site-specific questions.  Ask them questions about the overseas location so that you can learn more about your options and decide which one will fit your interests best.    
· Learn about what types of courses are offered.  Look at the programs that are of interest to you and what courses each program offers.  Please Note:  This step can be difficult to fully grasp and may require the assistance of the Study Abroad Office.
· Go to the study abroad provider’s website to get the most up-to-date information on course offerings.  Call the provider’s program manager if you are having difficulty accessing current course offerings.  
· Compare available courses abroad to the list of Bryant degree requirements you received from Advising and the pre-approved courses listed on the Study Abroad/Advising Blackboard site (**Remember: Make sure to check that a course listed as pre-approved is still being offered by the university**).  Contact your country-specific academic advisor if you’re having difficulty understanding course equivalencies.  
Follow-up Appointments

· Meet with the Study Abroad Assistant Director to review all of the programs and narrow down your selections to one university and/or program.  This meeting must happen BEFORE getting courses approved with your country-specific academic advisor.
· Complete your application at least one week before provider posted deadline.  We cannot guarantee on-time arrival of applications if they are submitted to our office less than 1 week prior to the application deadline.    
· See Milissa Silvia, the Study Abroad Office Coordinator, with application materials and questions concerning applications.  
· Let Milissa know if you apply online.  None of the applications can be fully completed online, so submit all supplemental forms to the Study Abroad Office, and they will be forwarded to the provider on your behalf.

· Be mindful of study abroad provider refund policies, as you will be billed any costs resulting from withdrawal.
· Complete a Course Agreement with your country-specific academic advisor.  You will work on course approvals for this course agreement once you’ve decided on ONE university abroad and have started the application process.  Course approvals cannot be guaranteed if you delay this meeting. 
· Completing a Course Agreement will most likely require multiple meetings/communication with the advisor.  Please be certain to work with them until this document is complete.  
· Your Course Agreement MUST be completed BEFORE the Study Abroad Pre-departure Meetings, which take place at the end of the semester prior to your departure.

· Please note:  Most applications do not require course selections with application.  Courses typically DO NOT need to be approved before applying to your study abroad program.
Once accepted

· Make sure you have a passport!  Your passport must be valid for 6 months AFTER you return home from study abroad.  Apply or renew your passport at http://travel.state.gov/passport. 
· Let the Study Abroad Office know that you’ve been accepted.

· Inform Residence Life that you will be studying abroad.  
· Talk to Susan Moir in Financial Aid about funding for your semester abroad (e.g. loans, additional aid, etc.).
· Book your flight.  Your program provider will provide you with information on purchasing your flight.
· Get your VISA! – Most countries will require this for entry, and there is often a fee associated with acquiring a Visa.  Don’t wait until the last minute, because Visa processing times can be lengthy and you’ll need this for entry into your host country!  Contact your program provider with questions about your Visa.  
· Only register for Bryant classes if you have NOT been accepted to the program at the time of Bryant semester course registration.  
· Attend mandatory pre-departure meetings and meet other Bryant students who are going to the same location as you.
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