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THIS ISSUE’S FOCUS: AN INSPIRING YEAR 

The IB Awards Banquet, the traditional highlight of IB Senior Year, finally happened 

in person again! On May 6, 2022, graduating IB seniors, Bryant faculty, 

administrators and staff joined in celebrating the students’ achievements.  

Keynote speaker Manny Montalvo 

(’94), Senior Vice President for 

Strategic Global Business 

Development, L'Oréal Professional 

Products Division, shared his global 

career experiences and offered a 

motivational outlook for the 

graduating students. 

Marcello Leo (IB ’15), Fixed Income Trader, MFS Investment 

Management, offered the alumni remarks.  

The evening also featured student awards and superlatives, faculty remarks by 

Cathy Zheng, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Finance, and student remarks by Julia Di 

Natale (IB ’22), President, International Business Association (IBA). 

More photos on page 2. 

Manny Montalvo (’94) 
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2022 Graduating Student Awards: Congratulations to the Awardees 

IB Accounting:  

  Bradley M. DeMild 

IB Digital Marketing 

  Alexandros Padazis 

IB Entrepreneurship: 

  Samuel Bullock 

IB Finance:  

  Samantha Bove 

IB Global Supply Chain Management:  

  Nicole Craig 

IB Human Resource Management:  

  Alexandra Sulmasy 

IB Leadership and Innovation:  

  Olivia Aiken 

IB Marketing:  

  Julia Di Natale 

IB Team and Project Management:  

  Kiana Pino 

IB Outstanding Academic Award:  

  Samantha Bove 

Yobaccio Leadership Award:  

  Julia Di Natale 

Lorenzo Aceto 

Saatvik Agarwal 

Olivia Taylor Aiken 

Alfredo Jose Alvarez-

Santiago Jr. 

Samantha Page Bove 

Taylor Catherine Briggs 

Samuel Francis Bullock (Dec. 

’21) 

Cindy Danielle Camero 

Rodriguez 

Benjamin Thomas Clemmey 

Vincent Joseph Conti (Aug. 

‘22) 

Nicole Ann Craig 

Randall Gilbert Davis 

Bradley M. DeMild 

Julia Di Natale 

Amanda Marie Dumais 

Kathryn Rose Fitzsimmons 

Paris Josephine Flynn 

Christopher A. Fuentes-

Romero 

Mariana Gomez 

Jorge A. Gonzalez Vallejo 

Christopher James Hall 

Jonathan Thomas Horrocks 

Will Thomas Houghton 

Vanessa Josephine Hurley 

Alexandria Nicole Iacoviello 

Zhilin Arina Jiang 

Ryan Patrick Jones 

Alexa Caron Kelley 

Morgan Lee LaBonte 

Morgan Elizabeth Lestinsky 

Adrian Lopez 

Jamil Mansour 

William P. Nye (Dec. ‘21) 

Savannah Michaels Oliveira 

Alexandros Padazis 

Kyle David Pereira (Aug. ’22) 

Oscar Augusto Piñeiro 

Kiana Allison Pino 

Vanessa Pramberger 

Cady Qiu 

Sarah Marie Rossi 

Savannah Schreiber 

John Colvin Seymour 

John Miles Steel 

Alexandra Mary Sulmasy 

William Michael Swart 

Kieran Connor Tindall 

Brandon H. Yu 

2022 BSIB Graduates 

Bradley M. DeMild         Alexandros Padazis               Samuel Bullock 

Samantha Bove     Nicole Craig       Alexandra Sulmasy 

Olivia Aiken        Julia Di Natale         Kiana Pino 
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Fall 2021 and Spring 2022 IB International Business Practicum and Awards 

Fall 2021 IB Practicum  

The International Business Practicum is the capstone 

course for IB majors. This experiential course allows 

students to apply IB theory to an actual global 

business challenge. Students operate as consultants 

for a broad range of clients.  

The following client companies provided valuable 

international business experiences to Bryant IB 

students in fall 2021: ACS Industries, Inc., APTelecom, 

and MDG Boston. 

IB Program Director Jacqueline Saslawski, who also 

teaches the Practicum class, invited several guest 

speakers. Ashley Cardona (IB ’16), Experienced 

Consultant, West Monroe Consultants discussed 

opportunities in the field of mergers and acquisitions 

consulting, highlighting how this area is attractive for 

women and people of color. Laura Kohl, Director of 

Library Services reviewed library and research 

resources. William St. Jean (’81) shared his 

international career journey at IBM with the 

students. Linda Woulfe, international trade 

consultant, trainer, and Bryant adjunct professor and 

Keith Yatsuhashi, Director of the U.S. Commercial 

Service Providence, presented on consulting tips and 

international trade resources. IB students Nicole 

Craig, Julia Di Natale, and William Nye discussed their 

experiences in IB Practicum. 

 

Spring 2022 IB Practicum  

The following client companies provided valuable 

international business experiences to Bryant IB 

students in spring 2022: ACS Industries, Inc., 

APTelecom, Collette , Guill Tool, Kinetix (with RIIC)

and Wi-Pool. Kinetix is located in Israel and Wi-Pool is 

located in France.  

Guest speakers in the spring were: Robert Massoud, 

MBA, Lecturer of Management who shared insights 

on project management; Laura Kohl, Director of 

Library Services; Daryl Crockett (’82), CEO 

ValidDatum who shared career stories (she also had 

a pre-class dinner with some of the IB Practicum 

students); and Paul Blackman (’79), Vice President of 

Paperboard at International Forest Products LLC 

who provided international career highlights and 

discussed current global business issues live from a 

business trip. He was joined by his colleague José 

Luis Valenzuela, Sales Director North America, 

Cartulinas CMPC S.A . 

Each semester, the best final presentations and the 

best final written report receive awards.  

 

Fall 2021 IB Practicum Awards 

Best presentations: 

 1st place - APTelecom 

 Olivia Aiken, Taylor Briggs, Morgan 

 Lestinsky, Kieran Tindall  
 

 2nd place - ACS Industries 

 Samuel Bullock, Vanessa Hurley, Oscar 

 Piñeiro, Alexandra Sulmasy 
 

Best paper: 

 APTelecom 

 Olivia Aiken, Taylor Briggs, Morgan 

 Lestinsky, Kieran Tindall  

 

We thank the judges for the midterm and final 

presentations. The midterm presentations were 

judged by Mehreen Pasha, MBA, Lecturer of 

Management and Marketing; Ganga Urumutta 

Hewage, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Marketing; 

and Srđan Zdravković, Ph.D., Professor of Marketing 

and International Business. The final presentations 

were judged by Julie Janson, Head of Business 

Development, Night Vision Technology Solutions; 

Keith W. Stokes, Director of Business and 

Development, City of Providence; and Leslie Taito, 

Executive Vice President, Business Operations, Taco 

Comfort Solutions 
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Spring 2022 IB Practicum Awards 

Best presentations: 

 1st place - Guill Tool 

 Will Houghton, Alexa Kelley, Cady 

 Qiu, Savannah Schreiber  
 

 2nd place - Wi-Pool 

 Benjamin Clemmey, Christopher 

 Fuentes-Romero, Jamil Mansour, 

 Alexandros Padazis, Sarah Rossi 
 

Best paper: 

 APTelecom 

 Alfredo Alvarez, Samantha Bove, 

 Vincent  Conti, Bradley DeMild, 

 Mariana Gomez,  Jonathan 

 Horrocks, Savannah Oliveira, 

 William Swart  

 

We thank the judges for the midterm and 

final presentations. The midterm 

presentations were judged by Robert 

Massoud, MBA, Lecturer of Management; 

Mehreen Pasha, MBA, Lecturer of 

Management and Marketing; and Ganga 

Urumutta Hewage, Ph.D., Assistant 

Professor of Marketing. The final 

presentations were judged by Kevin 

England (CAGS ’85, MBA ’83), American 

Red Cross Instructor Trainer; Heather 

Masera, Talent Acquisition Consultant, 

Fidelity TalentSource; and Chris Polis (IB 

’19), International Account Coordinator, 

International Forest Products. Judges’ 

Liaison was Robert Massoud, MBA, 

Lecturer of Management. 

From the IB Director 

By Jacqueline Saslawski 

 

“The 2021-2022 academic year was filled with inspiring in-person 

experiences while we remained adaptable given the ongoing pandemic. 

Key IB events, like IB First Year Welcome and IB Banquet were held in 

person. Virtual has also found its place and is here to stay. Student teams 

in the senior capstone class ‘IB Practicum’ conducted virtual client 

meetings with clients in other U.S. states and internationally. 

Study abroad, a vital component of the IB program, successfully went 

ahead. In fall 2021 students went to London, England, Aix-En-Provence, 

France, and Seville, Spain. I had the pleasure of travelling to Spain with 

the students in the fall. In spring 2022, IB students spent their semester 

abroad in Seville, Spain, and Florence, Italy.  

As always, I am proud of our students’ accomplishments. The 

International Business Association (IBA) was very active. This spring, one 

of our IB Block teams repeated what another team did this past fall: they 

tied for 1st place globally in ‘BSG’ and earned multiple global rankings 

throughout the semester. This global business simulation is played by 

undergraduate and graduate students around the world and is an 

instrumental part of the IB integrative block of classes during junior year. 

Faculty support and mentorship for the IB students have been 

outstanding this year. The IB academic advisors went above and beyond 

to meet each student’s goals and needs; the study abroad office 

navigated our students through study abroad issues that were enhanced 

by pandemic-related twists; the Bryant administration provided the 

necessary flexibility to run our program components during a pandemic; 

and alumni were involved in various capacities like IB Practicum, class 

presentations, and the IB Alumni Advisory Council. In addition, the IB 

student experience wouldn’t be possible without the expertise of the 

librarians, career service specialists, and so many others from the Bryant 

community.  

Please enjoy this newsletter 

and have a great summer.” 

 

Sincerely,  

Jacqueline Saslawski 

Jacqueline Saslawski, JD, 

MPIA 

Director, IB Program  

Lecturer, Department of 

Management J. Saslawski (far right) receiving an award from IB 

graduating students at the 2022 IB Banquet 
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Spring 2022 IB Study Abroad 

The IB Study Abroad Semester is a 

vital and transformative component 

of the Bryant IB Program. The IB and 

language classes prepare students for 

the global experience, and the 

immersive semester deepens their 

knowledge in an applied international 

setting. 

This spring, two groups of Bryant IB 

students spent a semester abroad in 

Italy and Spain. 

Faculty-led programs kicked off the 

experiences in Florence and Madrid. 

Then, students studied at local 

universities in Florence and Seville 

and completed professional 

internships. Following are 

perspectives from some of the 

students who went abroad in the 

spring semester.  

By Arana S. Torres (’23) IB Human 

Resources, Minor French 

“As my study abroad experience 

concluded, I reflected on all the 

memories, trips, and most 

importantly, how I, as a person and 

professionally, have developed 

throughout all the life experiences I 

had these past five months. As an 

International Business student at 

Bryant, I participated in the study 

abroad program for IB students in 

Seville, Spain. During this experience, 

I worked, studied, and lived in Seville. 

As the months 

passed, I realized 

how unique this 

program was and 

how it really 

enhanced my abroad 

experience by 

overstepping my expectations from 

the first day it started—allowing me 

to emerge into a new culture and 

gain experience in the professional 

field in Spain and Europe. 

The faculty-led program in Madrid 

with Professor Hewage provided us 

with an excellent start to our study 

abroad. Throughout this course, we 

anticipated many cultural aspects 

that we, as foreigners and 

international students in Spain, 

should expect to deal with. This 

program helped me so much since it 

allowed me to start my semester 

abroad on the right foot by forcing all 

of us to establish our personal and 

professional goals for our semester in 

Spain. As a result of this course, 

which differentiates the Bryant IB 

Program from others, I was equipped 

to overcome many challenges I 

encountered in my internship and 

study abroad experience during the 

semester.  

For my internship, I conducted 

business development and market 

research for EsayLeapp, a startup 

company based in Seville. The 

company provides software for newly 

graduated and already established 

lawyers in Spain that will facilitate 

their juridical services and provide 

them with a pool of clients and other 

opportunities to grow. As an intern, I 

worked with clients' market research 

and proposed different ideas for the 

company's marketing department.  

This internship exposed 

me to a diverse working 

environment and tasks. 

Having never worked 

with a startup company, 

this opportunity allowed 

me to experience the 

dynamic and challenges of a newly 

established organization, combined 

with Spain’s work culture. As the 

weeks passed in my internship, I was 

amazed by situations I encountered 

in my internship that I previously 

studied as examples in our 

international business classes. Thus, 

this internship stands out as the most 

valuable aspect of my study abroad 

experience. I was able to learn and 

acquire many skills that helped me 

manage all the different situations I 

was exposed to. Since my abroad 

experience ended, I have continued 

to develop specific skills that I believe 

will differentiate me from my future 

colleagues.  

These last months have been one of 

the best ones in my life, and it has 

been an unforgettable experience. 

The Spanish culture will never stop 

impressing me. I feel that living there 

allowed me to learn and expand my 

mindset. I will forever be grateful to 

my house mother and family, 

specifically Abuela Trini and her 

humorous personality. I am not the 

same person after these past five 

months. Thanks to this opportunity, I 

grew and developed as a person in a 

I was amazed by situations 

I encountered in my 

internship that I previously 

studied as examples in our 

international business 

classes. 

Arana Torres In Spain 
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way that I know would have never 

happened if I did not embark on this 

adventure. I will be forever thankful to 

the IB program, my professors, friends, 

and family for making this experience 

possible and unforgettable and for 

supporting me in every adventure I 

wanted to do while studying abroad. 

Finally, to whoever reads this, please 

use my experience as a motivation to 

jump into the IB Study Abroad 

experience because, without a doubt, 

it will be one of the best adventures of 

your life.”  

 

By Ashley Suzio (’23), IB Leadership 

and Innovation Management, Minor 

Italian 

“While abroad for an entire semester 

studying in Florence, Italy, the impact 

of traveling throughout Europe 

allowed me to achieve personal growth 

and to gain cultural intelligence. 

Whether public transportation, 

language barriers, and more, I was able 

to figure any obstacle out without help 

from my friends and family at home. 

This led to continuous personal growth 

while I was in a foreign country. 

Through visiting famous landmarks, 

entering cathedrals, speaking to locals, 

and trying the delicious foods I was 

able to have a deeper understanding of 

several countries by gaining my own 

opinions on which cultures I could 

easily adapt to and others I would 

struggle with cultural shock and 

adjustments.  

Professor Rustambekov, who led our 

first few weeks in Italy, had hoped that 

we could improve our cultural 

intelligence, which I can confidently say 

I achieved. Experiencing the Italian 

lifestyle and travelling in Europe 

throughout the past few months has 

provided me the opportunity to 

increase my knowledge about several 

different cultures. Learning about 

these cultures was one aspect I did not 

expect to find so crucial to my personal 

growth before leaving in January.  

I am forever grateful to the Bryant 

International Business Program for 

instilling confidence in its students to 

branch out and use our cultural 

knowledge to better our global 

perspective as it has given me some of 

the best memories to last a lifetime.” 

 

By Emma Jasper (’23), IB Marketing, 

Minor Spanish 

“The legend goes that getting pooped 

on by a pigeon is good luck, however, 

when it occurred during the first few 

hours while roaming 

around Madrid with my 

classmates, that was not 

the first thought going 

through my mind.  

Looking back now, I 

consider myself truly lucky 

to have experienced a 

semester abroad in Seville, Spain this 

year; and who knows, maybe I do owe 

it to that menacing bird! I had the 

opportunity to freely travel throughout 

Europe despite the ongoing Covid-19 

pandemic. The chance to taste 

different cuisines, sightsee historic 

landmarks, and immerse myself in the 

lifestyle of different countries has 

broadened my cultural perspective. At 

first, it was an immense change that 

required adjusting to; constantly 

communicating in a foreign language, 

learning how to operate public 

transportation, and coming to terms 

with culture shock. Thankfully, the 

supportive guidance from Professor 

Hewage during our first couple of 

weeks in Madrid allowed us to feel 

more at ease in our new environment.  

As someone who had not had lots of 

traveling experience prior to studying 

abroad, it was comforting to 

create connections with my 

peers that would last the 

entire semester. As classes 

and internships began, I 

started to get settled in 

Seville, and by the end of the 

semester I was able to 

navigate my new home easily.  

Embracing the Spanish culture came 

naturally, to which I owe some credit to 

the internship I was placed in. The 

unwavering patience I received while 

Ashley Suzio in Milan, Italy 

Emma Jasper in Seville, Spain 

During my internship, I 

learned about how the 

Spanish work 

environment functions, 

useful marketing 

strategies, and how to 

break into new 

lucrative markets. 



working as a Social Media and 

Marketing intern for a hybrid 

publishing company called EBL Books 

had alleviated many of the stresses I 

felt prior to my first day. The tasks 

assigned to me utilized my skills 

extremely well, which helped me 

succeed in my role. My supervisor's 

confidence in my abilities and 

willingness to allow me creative 

freedom formed a connection that I 

am grateful for. Not only did I realize 

that the publishing industry is 

something I am extremely interested 

in exploring career-wise, but during 

my internship, I learned about how 

the Spanish work environment 

functions, useful marketing 

strategies, and how to break into 

new lucrative markets. Since being 

back, whenever I am asked “how was 

being abroad?” I have no words to 

describe the sheer excitement I felt 

while in Europe. Sure, I can tell them 

about the amazing tapas class I took 

and which countries I ended up 

visiting, but I know that nothing I say 

will accurately express the adventure 

I had. The design of the International 

Business Program regarding studying 

abroad was a dream that I hope every 

student gets the chance to 

experience.” 

 

By Emily Marullo (’23), IB Marketing, 

Minor Italian 

Being able to study abroad in 

Florence, Italy this past semester was 

a wonderful experience that I can by 

no means forget. Within the past 

year, we were given many demanding 

situations presented through the 

pandemic, even with all the 

uncertainties and challenges we were 

still able to enjoy our semester. 
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Spring 2022 IB Study Abroad cont’d 

During the faculty-run program with 

Professor Rustambekov, he was able 

to help us adjust while also getting to 

explore new things. The first couple 

of weeks were fascinating because 

we did not have any stress from 

school or internship, so we were able 

to make a seamless transition to get 

comfortable with our new 

environment. In addition to exploring 

we also had many excursions. We 

went to a Wine and Balsamic Vinegar 

tasting and visited the city of 

Bologna. In Florence, we were able to 

see so much of the art that makes the 

city the beautiful place that it is. 

Every time I was able to experience 

something new and immerse myself 

in the culture I was so thankful to 

have had the opportunity to be 

studying abroad. It was really special 

to visit each of the places that I had 

learned about in my Italian courses. 

For our professional experience, 

rather than individual internships, we 

worked as a group of eight in a 

marketing workshop course, 

developing a project for a company 

called It’s Tuscany. This is a company 

dedicated to everything in Tuscany: 

where can you purchase products, 

discover what events are going on in 

Tuscany, and learn about restaurants 

and cuisine there. The focus of our 

project was on how It’s Tuscany can 

expand into the US. We each worked 

on different components and at the 

end of the semester, we pitched our 

concepts to the company. Although 

this professional experience was not 

like the other study abroad programs 

I was very happy with the originality 

of the project and the independence 

that I had. Due to my concentration 

being marketing, this project allowed 

me to apply some of the education in 

global marketing while gaining hands-

on experience. I am very fortunate to 

have the opportunity to continue 

working with It’s Tuscany on this 

project. Overall, as an IB student 

being able to study abroad while also 

getting to work with a company has 

made me get a real idea of what it 

would like to be working 

internationally. I was able to face the 

difficulties while also seeing the 

amazing parts of being abroad. I am 

very thankful for this opportunity and 

I think that this is something that 

every student should consider doing 

in their college career. Despite all the 

hardships with orchestrating our trip 

and some of the challenges faced 

with COVID-19, I would do this again 

without a doubt. It was an experience 

that I will never forget.” 

 

To read more about AY 21-22 IB Study 

Abroad Experiences, please see the Fall 

2021 IB Newsletter. 

Emily Marullo at Ponte Vecchio, Florence 



2022 Annual Edition Page 9 

IB Memories of 2022 Graduates 

We asked the ’22 graduates about their favorite IB memories. We also asked for one word that describes their IB experience. 

“Rustambekov's Honors IB GFOB class.” 

“Completing IB Block and IB Practicum and 
meeting new IB Friends!” (Morgan Lestinsky) 

“Skipping our last international accounting 
class to get a celebratory breakfast with all of 
my friends that I made during IB Block.” 

“Welcoming back alumni at the IB 
Tailgate each year!” (Julia Di Natale) 

“One of my favorite IB memories was arriv-
ing in Sevilla and seeing everyone who I 
would be living and learning with for the 
next four months!” (Samantha Bove) 

“Going abroad and traveling to new 
places! I traveled to England and I worked 
in a whole new industry. I learned many 
new things and gained tons of insight into 
a new country.” 

By Emilia Wojciechowska (’25) IB Global Supply Chain 

Management and Marketing, Minor Spanish 

Coming into Bryant this year, I 

knew I wanted to be an 

International Business major but 

had not determined exactly what 

I wanted to concentrate in. I 

eagerly signed up for IBA at the 

student involvement fair and did 

not know I would become more 

involved in the IB Program. I 

knew the Bryant curriculum 

would allow me to connect my 

passions of language and 

business. My first taste of the international business world 

was through my Honors Global Foundations of Business 

course. During the semester-long course, I analyzed a 

country's economy and created a new product that would 

flourish in that country. This solidified my interest in 

International Business and encouraged me to branch out into 

Global Supply Chain Management and Marketing. After a few 

conversations with various members of IBA and faculty, I 

decided I will be concentrating in both Global Supply Chain 

Management and Marketing. Originally I was told that it 

would be hard to incorporate two concentrations, but after 

much thought and discussion with members of IBA, I 

concluded that it was possible.  

The tight-knit community of International Business students 

encouraged me to apply for an E-board position as a 

freshman. For the 2022 - 2023 school year, I will be the 

Director of Events for IBA. Due to the pandemic, it was hard 

for others and me to have a chance to discover what Bryant 

has to offer, but I will make it my mission for the Bryant 

community to know that IBA has an active position on 

campus.  

I will attend Jagiellonian University in Krakow, Poland, this 

summer, studying abroad. Over the month-long course, I am 

given the opportunity to expand my language skills and learn 

more about the history and culture of Poland. This experience 

allows me to advance my credits while learning real-life skills 

outside a standard classroom. I am very eager to attend as 

this will be a small preview of my study abroad experience 

with Bryant. In my junior year, I hope to travel to Spain to 

fulfill the semester abroad. This requirement is one of the 

reasons I chose to attend Bryant and participate in the IB 

program because I knew I could live my dream of traveling 

abroad without the hassle of transferring credits. 

I am so grateful to have found the IB community to be so 

accepting and helpful within my first year at Bryant, and I 

hope to be able to guide others as our community grows. 

First Year IB Experience 

“Some of my favorite memories from 
college was when I studied abroad. All of 
the International Business students study-
ing Chinese were sent to Vietnam for 
three weeks prior to going to Shanghai. 
In Vietnam we had the best time led by 
Professor Peter Nigro, who shared a lita-
ny of great memories and quotes with us. 
One of my favorites came on our first day 
in Ho Chi Minh while we were exchanging 
USD for VND. One USD was equal to 
around 23,000 Dong, so we found our-
selves holding cash with a lot more zeros 
than we were used to in the United 
States. I remember Professor Nigro say-
ing ‘Congratulations, you're all officially 
Vietnamese millionaires.’ ” (Will Nye) 



IB Juniors Place #1 in Global Business Simulation 

thoughts: “The BSG simulation certainly teaches all who 

participate key skills required to run a successful business. 

There are many different teams that need to work in 

harmony to ensure that a business is working in the most 

efficient way while also maintaining the quality of a 

product. With so many moving parts, organization, 

teamwork, communication, and leadership are necessary 

for a business to operate effectively. Without 

communication, departments within a company would be 

operating on their own rather than as one, cohesive team. 

Every department needs to share the same heartbeat in 

order for everything to come together. For example, the 

finance department needs to keep in contact with the 

marketing department to ensure there are enough 

available funds to perform marketing campaigns, while 

also keeping in mind that they must communicate with 

the supply chain department to discuss changes in 

transportation prices. To maintain this effective 

communication, organization is required. Something as 

simple as scheduling weekly meetings can be tricky, so 

ensuring that these meetings occur regularly is crucial. 

This is most effectively done by one person who is 

responsible for scheduling meetings, organizing the 

group, and assuring there is constant communication 

between departments. My group was very successful in all 

these areas, which I believe, along with very intelligent 

and hardworking teammates, helped in our 

achievements.” 

The professors teaching Block work as a team as well, 

making sure that course contents of the four courses are 

complementary. 

Fall 2021 #1 global ranking student team: Brianna Catino 

(IB Team and Project Management), Samantha Eastman 

(IB Marketing), Eric Sweeney (IB Finance), Alejandro 

Vaquerano (IB Team and Project Management). 

Spring 2021 #1: Thomas Richardson (IB Finance), Isaiah 

Stephens (IB Global Supply Chain Management), Michael 

Trask (IB Entrepreneurship). 

IB Block faculty: Kwadwo Nyarko Asare, Ph.D., Professor 

of Accounting; Anthony Pencek, CPA, Instructor of 

Accounting; Hakan Saraoglu, Ph.D., Professor of Finance; 

Jacqueline Saslawski, JD, MPIA, IB Program Director and 

Lecturer of Management; Srđan Zdravković, Ph.D., 

Professor of Marketing and International Business. 

During their junior year, all IB students take “IB Block,” a 

unique, integrated course experience of multiple classes: 

international finance, international marketing, 

international management, and international accounting. 

The common element across these classes is the 

participation in the Business Simulation Game (BSG), a 

simulation played by undergraduate and graduate 

business students worldwide. Bryant IB students become 

executives of athletic shoe companies, making complex 

weekly business decisions by applying what they have 

learned in the classroom in real time.  

This past academic year, IB juniors have shown strong 

performance in BSG. Last semester (fall 21) and this 

semester (spring 22) featured student teams placed #1 

globally in multiple weeks. This puts Bryant IB students in 

the #1 group for two semesters in a row! Each week, the 

best-performing BSG companies measured on four 

performance variables (Overall Score, EPS, ROE, and Stock 

Price) are honored. For example, during the week of 

Monday, April 25 through Sunday, May 1 there were 3597 

teams from 195 colleges/universities participating in the 

simulation world-wide. 

Alejandro Vaquerano (’23), IB Team and Project 

Management and Spanish, Minor Global Studies, reflects 

on his fall experience. “From the day we were sent the 

manual I knew that it would not be easy. I read it over and 

knew that I had work to do. Through meetings with my 

team, we knew that we had to pick a strategy and stick to 

it throughout the duration of the 10 weeks. We knew right 

away that we had to disrupt the industry and invest 

heavily in the first couple of weeks in order to build our 

company adequately. Through these investments, we 

were able to solidify our strategy and take advantage of 

other teams that had not been able to take a significant 

market share. Our hard work in the first couple of weeks 

allowed us to continuously re-invest in the company while 

maintaining a LEAN approach. This eventually led to our 

consistent successes throughout the 10 weeks of the 

simulation. Thank you, Professor Saslawski, for your 

support through all of the awkward applauses in class. 

Although we didn't always show it, we were always 

appreciative of your support.” 

Brianna Catino (’23), IB Team and Project Management 

and Spanish, who was on the same fall team, adds these 

Page 10 Bryant International Business Program Newsletter 



2022 Annual Edition Page 11 

Furthermore, I was selected 

to join the Bryant University 

Board of Trustees as the 

Recent Alumni Trustee for 

the class of 2022. In this 

role, the responsibilities 

include providing insights 

to help grow Bryant within 

its Vision 2030 strategic 

plans and initiatives. It is an 

honor to hold this 

prestigious position at such 

a young age.  

IB will always hold a special 

place in my heart, and I can 

only hope that my story 

inspires others to stay true to themselves and go after their 

greatest passions. The future is not something that you 

find, it is something that you make. I urge all my peers to 

make the best of your future, and never back down on your 

dreams, no matter how big they may seem. I cannot wait to 

see you all again under the IB tent on Alumni Weekend!” 

My Bryant IB Journey 

By Julia Di Natale (’22) 

“About five years ago, as I sat for my first SAT and checked 

the box allowing for colleges to send me promotional 

materials, I barely knew anything about higher education. I 

did not realize at the time that my mailbox would soon be 

flooded with mail from universities across the nation. Each 

day, I would toss many of those pamphlets into the recycle 

bin - but there was one in particular that caught my eye - a 

flyer from Bryant. I read the details much more closely and 

was instantly convinced to scroll through the website 

where I discovered information about the International 

Business (IB) Program. The first time I came to campus was 

for a Bryant 360 event back in February of 2018. At this 

event, I was introduced to Associate Professor of 

Management, Dr. Elzotbek Rustambekov. He spoke about 

the highly ranked IB Program and all that it has to offer. 

From there, I was seated with IB students who just returned 

from their semester abroad. Those students only further 

convinced me that Bryant truly is a special place. It was not 

their words that got to me, it was their enthusiasm and 

smiles on their faces when they spoke about the program. 

From there, I felt confident in choosing Bryant for my 

undergraduate studies.  

Right off the bat, I knew that I was at the right school as I 

quickly learned about the value of an international 

education. Not only is the IB Program eye-opening through 

GFOB, rigorous through IB Block, and “real world” through 

Practicum, but it is the place where you find your favorite 

people. IB students are not just your classmates; they 

become your friends, your best friends, and then your 

family. These are the people that have been a part of my 

top core memories at Bryant. These friends were the ones 

to encourage me to take on the leadership positions across 

campus which ultimately led to my success at Bryant.  

In my senior year, I was 

honored with the 

Yobaccio Family Award 

for Leadership in 

International Business. I 

was fortunate enough to 

join Dr. Elizabeth 

Yobaccio for lunch on 

campus and was inspired 

by her accomplishments 

at Bryant and beyond.  Dr. Elizabeth Yobaccio and Julia Di Natale 

Samantha Bove, Alexandria Iacoviello, 

Julia Di Natale and Nicole Craig at the 

Honors Celebration 

Jillian Cash (IB ’21) is 

currently pursuing a 

law degree at 

Stetson University 

College of Law, 

focusing on 

international law. In fall ’22 and spring ’23 she will 

study at Stetson’s partner university Comillas 

Pontifical University in Madrid, Spain, earning a 

master’s in International and European Business 

Law. Jillian received the Beatrice Demers Foreign 

Language Fellowship to help fund the Spain 

program. 

One of the upcoming 2022 IB Newsletters will feature a 

more comprehensive write-up about Jillian’s experience 

abroad. 

Alumni News 



International Business Association 2021—2022 Activities and Evens 

January 

IB students volunteered as IDEA 2022 student mentors.  

IBA tabled during the Spring Student Involvement Fair and 
added students to IBA communications. 

 
 

February 

IBA welcomed returning and new members to the club 
during their general member meeting, which featured ice 
breakers, games and raffles. Raffles continued during each 
meeting this semester.  

 

March  

IBA partnered with BUNEEC for a speaker event with 
Emily Cisek, Co-Founder and CEO of The Postage. 

 

April  

IBA raised over $300 for Ukrainian refugees. They 
purchased necessary supplies and sent them overseas for 
distribution.  

 

May 

IBA celebrated another successful year with the final IBA 
meeting, honoring IBA seniors with special graduation 
cords.  

IBA co-hosted the annual IB Parente’s gathering. 

IBA co-hosted IB Banquet. 

The International Business Association (IBA) is the IB 
student organization. 

The IBA’s mission is to improve general business 
awareness of students in the International Business 
Program. Through the development of strong 
relationships with the surrounding community of 
students, faculty, staff, alumni, and other business 
professionals, IBA helps IB students develop a global 
understanding and appreciation for the complexities of 
studying International Business. 

Following are some of the events that IBA hosted in fall 
2021 and spring 2022.  

Fall event photos are in the Fall IB Newsletter. 

 

September 

IBA hosted an IB welcome session during Welcome Week.  

IBA hosted a table at the Student Involvement Fair.  

IBA welcomed returning and new members to the club 
during their general member meeting, which featured ice 
breakers, games and raffles. Raffles continued during each 
meeting this semester.  

 

October 

IBA co-hosted the IB Tailgate during Homecoming. 

IBA co-hosted the IB First Year Welcome. 

IBA hosted the annual IB Headshot Event. Students smiled 
for a new LinkedIn headshot in front of the IB backdrop. 

 

November 

IBA participated in International Education Week. IBA 
tabled on the first day and had a scratch map for students, 
faculty and staff to mark their home country or U.S. state. 

IBA hosted its annual IB Thanksgiving event at Condesa. IB 
students and faculty gathered to celebrate the holiday as 
a true IB family. 

 

December 

IBA participated in the Festival of Lights. 

IBA decorated a window in the Fisher Student Center. 

IBA tabled during the Festival of Lights celebration. They 
had visitors write their favorite holiday tradition on 
ornaments with their hometown and hang them onto the 
holiday tree. This event was awarded Best Overall Activity. 
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Back row: Randall 

Davis, Sarah Rossi, 

Kathryn 

Fitzsimmons, Arina 

Jiang, Morgan 

Lestinsky, Savannah 

Schreiber, Jorge 

Gonzalez; front 

row: Kiana Pino, 

Samantha Bove, 

Julia Di Natale, 

Nicole Craig 

Randall Davis (’22)  Alexandria Iacoviello (’22) and Julia 

Di Natale (’22) at the IDEA Pajama 

Party Pandemonium 
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International Business Association E-Board 

2021-2022 IBA Officers 

President—Julia Di Natale (’22),  
IB Marketing and Global Supply Chain Management , Minor French 

Vice President—Holly Chadwick (’23),  
IB Marketing, Minor Spanish 

Director of Events—Randall Davis (’22),  
IB Global Supply Chain Management and Applied Analytics, Minor Spanish 

Director of Finance—Alex Palermo (’24),  
IB Finance, Minor Spanish 

Director of Marketing—Patrick Roth (’24), 
IB Marketing and French, Minor Economics 

Director of Mentorship—Nicole Craig (’22),  
IB Global Supply Chain Management and Spanish 

Director of Operations—Emma Jasper (’23),  
IB Marketing and Spanish, Minor Team and Project Management 

2022-2023 IBA Officers 

President—Holly Chadwick (’23),  
IB Marketing, Minor Spanish 

Vice President—Alex Palermo (’24),  
IB Finance, Minor Spanish 

Director of Community Relations—Lindsey Valeri (’24), 
IB Global Supply Chain Management and Spanish 

Director of Events—Emilia Wojciechowska (’25),  
IB Global Supply Chain Management and Marketing, Minor Spanish 

Director of Finance—Julian Serrano (’23),  
IB Finance, Minors Economics and Information Systems 

Director of Marketing—Patrick Roth (’24), 
IB Marketing and French, Minor Economics 

Director of Operations—Emma Jasper (’23),  
IB Marketing and Spanish, Minor Team and Project Management 

By Julia Di Natale (’22),  

“ Ever since I attended my first IBA meeting, I dreamed 

of holding the position of President. To start turning 

that dream into reality, I applied for the executive 

board going into my sophomore year. That year, I held 

the position of Director of Events which included the 

responsibility of planning and organizing club activities 

such as the annual IB Tailgate and Condesa 

Thanksgiving Dinner. During the spring semester, 

things shifted as we began remote learning as a result 

of the global pandemic. Nevertheless, we persisted 

and helped plan a virtual banquet celebration for the 

graduating class. In the Fall of 2020, when Bryant 

made its decision to bring students back to campus for 

hybrid learning, IBA followed alongside those plans. 

During this year, I held the position of Vice President, 

where I learned all about the ins and outs of leading a 

club at a higher level. Despite the virtual meetings and 

other hardships, IBA continued to thrive and even 

grew its average attendance! Going into my senior 

year, my dream became a reality: I was going to be the 

President of IBA! One of my top goals was to expand 

the reach of the organization. I wanted the club to 

grow beyond solely IB students and we did so by 

partnering with other clubs throughout the year. 

During International Education Week, IBA was one of 

many tables in the ROTO showcasing the importance 

of an international perspective in education. Secondly, 

during the annual Festival of Lights we created an 

event for individuals to highlight their holiday 

traditions and hang them up on display. This event was 

awarded Best Overall Activity and we as an executive 

board could not be more proud! In the spring 

semester, we brought different grades together by 

hosting a study abroad panel to provide younger 

students with advice before they embark on their own 

journey. These are just some examples of groups we 

partnered with over the past year. Above fulfilling my 

IBA dream, my favorite part of the roles I held was 

getting the opportunity to work with the other 

executive board members. Working with my peers 

who are equally passionate and dedicated to IB has 

been a great pleasure. Specifically, the team I worked 

with during the 2021-2022 academic year. I could not 

possibly have imagined that a group of students could 

grow so close while working towards a common goal. It is because 

of this team that IBA revamped our social media presence, 

connected with the greater Bryant community, and grew our 

attendance with some meetings hitting over 40 attendees! I credit 

this team for allowing me to live out my IBA dream beyond what I 

could have ever pictured. I cannot wait to see how IBA grows from 

here because I know it will only become bigger and better!” 

IBA From the View of IBA President 



Events and Activities Summer 2021—Spring 2022 

Page 14 Bryant International Business Program Newsletter 

Photos and write-ups from fall events are in the Fall 2021 IB 
Newsletter  

 

Summer 2021 High School Global Leadership Academy 

The Bryant University Global Leadership Summer Academy 
provided participants with five exciting days of virtual 
interactive sessions with Bryant international business 
faculty, Bryant student mentors, alumni, and business 
leaders. Ten students from three continents participated in 
the virtual academy in June 2021.  

 

May/June—NAFSA 2021 Annual Conference & Expo  

Jacqueline Saslawski, JD, MPIA, Director of the IB Program 
and Lecturer at the Department of Management at Bryant 
University and William McShane, MPIA, Associate Director for 
Integrated Learning at the University of Pittsburgh’s Katz 
Graduate School of Business, virtually presented a talk 
“Beyond Reflections: Designing Global Experiences to Foster 
Student Workforce Skills” and a poster “Integrating In-
Demand Employment Skills Development in Global 
Experiential Learning.”  
NAFSA: Association of International Educators is the world's 
largest nonprofit association dedicated to international 
education and exchange.  

 

July—AIB 2021: Best Paper Award in Emerging Economies 
Research 

The Bryant IB Program sponsors this annual award at the 
annual AIB conference.  

After review of the nominees, a committee at Bryant 
selected: Xiaoying Li, Qihai Huang, and Guowei Cai Window 
Dressing or Enduring Commitment: CSR as a Strategic Tool in 
Cross-Border Acquisitions 

The Academy of International Business is the premier global 
community of international business scholars.  

 

July—India Consul General Visit to Bryant 

As part of their visit to Rhode Island, Randhir Jaiswal, Consul 
General of India in New York, and Navin Pathak, Chief 
Operating Officer of Entry India, visited Bryant University. 
They met with President Gittell, College of Business Dean 
Madan Annavarjula, and participated in a meeting with 
Chafee Center Director Mark S. Murphy, IB Program Director 
Jacqueline Saslawski, alumnus Erik Budlong (IB ’12), and 
alumnus Chander Agarwal (’01) (who participated virtually). 

 

September— Bryant Welcome Week 

IBA hosted an IB welcome session during Welcome Week. IB 
Program Director Jacqueline Saslawski prepared a video 
message from Seville, Spain that welcomed the students at 
the session. 

September/October—PLAFF 

The IB Program was one of the sponsors of the 29th Annual 
Providence Latin American Film Festival (PLAFF), which was 
held virtually from September 24 to October 2. Bryant has 
been part of PLAFF since 2010. Other Bryant sponsors 
included the College of Arts and Sciences, Modern 
Languages, Communications, English and Social Sciences, 
BUSCO, ISO, MSU, and CDI.  

 

October—Homecoming 

IB alumni, students, and faculty met at the tailgate event on 
October 2nd. 

 

October—IB First Year Welcome 

On October 6, 2021, IB first years met fellow IB students, 
faculty, staff, administrators, and alumni. A quick-paced, in-
person and tightly packed program provided an engaging  
overview of the IB experience at Bryant.  

 

October—Bryant Day of Understanding 

Bryant’s second annual Day of Understanding focused on 
“Justice Begins with US.” IB Program Director Jacqueline 
Saslawski, JD, MPIA; Robert Massoud, MBA, Lecturer of 
Management; and Christopher Ratcliffe, MBA, Lecturer of 
Management presented on “Justice in International 
Business.”  

Saslawski also presented as part of a panel on “The United 
Nations’ Principles of Responsible Management Education 
Sustainable Develop Goals in Business Courses, Research and 
Service,” led by Michael Gravier, Ph.D., Professor of 
Marketing and Eileen Kwesiga, Ph.D., Professor of 
Management and Department Chair. Abhijit Chaudhury, 
Ph.D., Professor of Information Systems and Analytics and 
Maura Dowling, MA, Lecturer of Finance also presented.  

 

October—AIB Northeast Fall Conference 

Crystal Jiang, Ph.D., Professor of Management is the Chair of 
the Academy of International Business Northeast Chapter. 
She is also the Associate Editor of the New England Journal of 
Entrepreneurship and Guest Editor of the Journal of 
International Management. Professor Jiang planned the fall 
2021 AIB Northeast Conference, which was held in person 
Oct. 15-16 at Sacred Heart University in Fairfield, CT.  

 

October—Senior Honors Trip to Seattle 

Honors IB seniors Bradley DeMild, Nicole Craig, Alexandria 
Iacoviello, and Julia Di Natale participated in the fall 2021 
honors senior trip to Seattle. They toured various companies 
and participated in an alumni reception.  
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October—CUIBE Governance Meeting 

Bryant is an active member of CUIBE, the Consortium for 
Undergraduate International Business Education. The 2021 fall 
governance meeting was hosted by Florida Atlantic University. IB 
Program Director Jacqueline Saslawski and Dean Madan 
Annavarjula both attended. Bryant will be hosting the CUIBE 
governance meeting in October 2022. 

 

November—ACBPP ACSEE 2021 

The 9th Asian Conference on Business & Public Policy 
(ACBPP2021) / 11th Asian Conference on Sustainability, Energy, & 
the Environment (ACSEE2021) took place virtually from Tokyo, 
Japan, November 1-3. 

Michael Gravier, Ph.D., Professor of Marketing, organized a pre-
recorded video presentation titled “Showcasing Experiential CSR 
Learning at a Small, Private University.” Session panelists were: 
Michael Gravier, Eileen Kwesiga, Ph.D., Professor and Chair of 
Management; Charles Cullinan; Ph.D., Professor of Accounting; 
Jacqueline Saslawski, JD, MPIA, IB Program Director and 
Lecturer of Management; Kathryn Ostermeier, Ph.D., Assistant 
Professor of Management; and Maura Dowling, MA, Lecturer of 
Finance. 

 

November—Grant Thornton Visiting Executive  

Masaaki “Mike” Kotabe, Ph.D., former AIB President, AIP Fellow, 
Former Editor-in-Chief of JIM, and world renowned scholar was 
the 2021 Grant Thornton Visiting Executive this November. 
Kotabe holds a joint appointment at the School of Commerce, 
Waseda University in Tokyo, Japan and at the Shidler College of 
Business at University of Hawaii at Manoa in the United States. 
Kotabe presented “Stark Contrasts in US-Japan Global Supply 
Chain Management during the Coronavirus Pandemic.” During 
his two-day visit, he met with faculty and leadership 
representatives. He also met with IB students to discuss careers 
in international business. Sponsored by accounting and advisory 
firm Grant Thornton, which has a longstanding partnership with 
Bryant University, last fall’s Visiting Executive focused on the 
topic of international business. 

 

November—Readings Without Borders 

Students, faculty, and staff came together during this 
multilingual reading event to celebrate the many languages that 
make up the diverse linguistic and cultural background of the 
Bryant community. They orated short readings centered around 
the theme of nature. Each reading was also projected with an 
English translation. This event was hosted by the Department of 
Modern Languages.  

 

November—Lincoln High School Design Thinking Workshop 

24 Lincoln HS students participated in a Design Thinking 
Workshop that was led by Allison Butler, Professor of 

Psychology at Bryant University. Six of the participating students 
are in LHS’ IB CTE program. IB Program Director Jacqueline 
Saslawski and IB Junior Emily Marullo presented on 
“International Business over Lunch” during the program’s lunch 
break. 

IB Program Director Jacqueline Saslawski is a member of Lincoln 
High School’s International Business Program Advisory Board. 
For 2021-22, IB Senior and President of IBA, Julia di Natale, was 
the Bryant Student Representative on that Board.  

 

March—Design Thinking Workshop LHS at Bryant 

Following up on the November workshop with Lincoln High 
School, we welcomed a group of Lincoln HS students at Bryant. 
The workshop was led by Prof. Allison Butler.  

 

May—IB Banquet 

On May 6, the IB Program hosted the annual banquet. Please see 
pp. 1-3 of this newsletter. 

 

May—IB Faculty Receive Outstanding IB Research Award 

This $5,000 award from an anonymous donor recognizes 
distinguished faculty publications in the field of International 
Business. Only awarded when the award criteria are met, we are 
pleased that in AY 2021-22 this award went to A. Can Inci, Ph.D., 
Professor of Finance, Andres Ramirez, Ph.D., Associate Professor 
of Finance, and Hakan Saraoglu, Ph.D., Professor of Finance for:  

Inci, A. C., Ramirez, A., & Saraoglu, H. (2022). Anatomy of 
intraday volatility at the Chilean stock exchange. Journal of 
Economics and Finance, 46(1), 68–98.  

 

Rhode Island Latino Web Project 

The Rhode Island-Israel Collaborative (RIIC) and the Rhode Island 
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce have partnered with the Israeli-
based web technology company Wix and Israel Consulate 
General to New England to help Rhode Island-based Latino 
business owners take their businesses to the next level. This 
collaborative project also includes funding from the Consulate 
General of Israel to New England. College students who are 
fluent in Spanish and English are trained in website creation skills 
and then matched with Rhode Island-based Hispanic businesses 
to create a custom website. 

Last fall, Bryant students Christina Camillo (Marketing Major and 
Spanish Concentration) and Darren Sousa (Double major Spanish 
and Global Supply Chain), with the guidance of Patricia Gomez, 
Senior Lecturer of Modern Language, participated in the project. 

In 2022, the Rhode Island Foundation awarded the Best Practice 
Award to the Latino Web Page project. 

IB Program Director Jacqueline Saslawski is a member of the RIIC 
Board.  
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We thank all contributors. 

Contact Us 

Stay in Touch 

 

Bryant IB Alumni LinkedIn Group: https://www.linkedin.com/groups/2904961/ 
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